'LOOT AT A SWISS VILLA

13th-Century Tryptich Said

--ranged at the Wi villa Iast
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& T]:le “Ttalians had informed]

and an unidentified man
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[TALIANS REGOVER
STOLEN MAD! MADONNA

Art Detectives Are Aide'd:‘by
Two New York Dealers
in Year-Long Quest

to Have Been Damaged,
but Not Beyond Repair

By TAD SZULC
Special to The New ‘Yorik Times

ROME, July 28—The “Ma-
donna of Cossito,” an éarly
I3th-century painting described
as a priceless example of the
Roman school, has been recov-
ered in a Swiss: villa three
years after being stolen “from
an Italian church. -

Detéctive work by the Ital-
ian Gover t's Commission
for the Recavery - of Art Mas-
terpieces and by two unidenti-
fied New York art dealers led|
to ‘the finding of the woik,:'a
tryptich of the madonna and
child on a throne.

‘The _ eentral wood panel,
measuring 60 inches by 20
inches, has been returned fo
Italy. The work, by an un-
known artist, was said to have
been ﬂamegeﬂ, but not beyond

Wo_rk_s -Fnund in Vﬂl_a

:The commission said nu-
merous “important” works of
art were found at a Iuxurious
villa at Weggis, on Lake Lu-
cerne,

The villa was saul to belgng !
to Quinto Giergini, an Italian
citizen with homes in Switzer-|}
land and the Uruguyan resort
.of Punta del Este. Mr, Giorgini
was arrested by the Swiss po-
lice earlier this month follow-|!
ing a cqnfrontation with the|
Itahan art detectives.

Mattuuna was in a
church in Cossito, near Riet in
central Italy, whén it was
stolen on June 28, 1964. Noth-
mgwasheard ofltunﬁl last
year. Then, ac o the
commission, @ German art ex-
pent offered it for sale to a
Park Avenue dealer in. New
York. o

The commission identified
the German as Hemnch ﬁha
mermann, now living in
nich, and said he had served
as director-general of ﬁne arts
in Nazi Germany.

The New York dezler ﬂi&
commission’s account went én;
became suspicious of the o !
suspecting that sto]en preperty )
was being placed on sale. The
Italian authorities were in-
‘formed and the detective work!
‘began. |

No Deal by Phone

Another New York dealer—|
‘identified only by the fact that
“he has a German surname—
“was persuaded to approach
Mr. Zimmerman to “negotiate”
the Madonna’s purchase. Zim-
merman, the Italian account
.said, spoke to Mr. Giorgini in|
Punta del Este by telephonel:
but he refused to discuss the
‘matter over long distance. |

Finally, a meetmg was ar-
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“June 28, the anmversary
of Pom_the theft. -

g as_prospective pur-
chasers, Rodolfo Siviero, an
Italian art authority and ‘head
of the commission, and Giuli-
ano Briganti, another expert,
met with Mr. Giorgini at the|

the Swiss authorities before-
hand. When the confrontation|
took place, Swiss policemen ar-

~Mr. Giorgini, his wife|




